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NAPLES, ROME
& FLORENCE:

IN PURSUIT OF VOLCANOES, TEMPLES
& THE GLORIES OF THE RENAISSANCE

FROM THE LIVELY STREETS on Naples to the peaceful gardens

of Villa d’Este, this journey combines the best of northern and southern

[taly. You'll visit the striking ruins of Pompeii and Paestum, stroll through
U o a restored hilltop monastery and explore a palace modeled on Versailles.
MONTﬁiﬁ(&h aPIEN 5 . All of Rome is spread out before you, from the splendors of the Vatican
SAN QUIRICO " A o ) to elite shops on Via Condotti. In Tuscany, you can wander through
D._ORCIA 5 sun-drenched towns like Pienza and Montepulciano and enjoy a landscape
of verdant hills, cypress and fields of wild poppies. You'll end your drive
amidst the Renaissance splendor of Florence, with its masterpieces of art,
architecture and cuisine. Explore a little on your own and you'll discover
half-forgotten villages with medieval churches and wonderful trattorias
offering regional culinary delights. It's a trip designed

to turn anyone into a devotee of Italy for life.

OMICHELIN from Map No. 735 Italy.
Permission No. 04-US-001

AIRPORT

o st s |

NAPLES )
.-

PAESTUM | *



NAPLES, ROME &« FLORENCE

(Mileage is estimated from each preceding city
or site. Before you begin your trip, please note:
For space reasons, we could not provide the
most detailed map with this brochure. We
recommend the use of Michelin Map #735
Italy in conjunction with this guide. To order
Michelin maps, call 1-800-223-0987.)

NAPLES

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Begin your trip here with a
connecting flight from Rome or
Milan. The airport is just four miles
from the center of Naples.

NAPLES - Italy’s liveliest and most
vibrant city, Naples epitomizes the
vitality of southern Italy. It boasts a
colorful waterfront as well as the
engaging streets of the Spaccanapoli
quarter. Here you'll find the “centro
storico” or historic center of Naples,
a Baroque jumble of tenements and
palazzi. Make time for a visit to the
Duomo, which was finished in the
14th century. Have a delicious lunch
of true Neapolitan pizza, arguably
the best in Italy. Visit the Museo
Archeologico Nazionale, which
houses many of the most significant
finds from Pompeii. Do take time to
visit the Museo Capodimonte, which
is located in one of the Bourbon
royal palaces. Finally, buy tickets in
advance for an evening of opera at
the Teatro San Carlo, which opened
in 1737. Both Rossini and Donizetti
were musical directors here.

8 miles
MOUNT VESUVIUS - The most
fabled and feared volcano in the world,
Mount Vesuvius rises dramatically
some 4,200 feet above a flat landscape.
[t remains an active volcano, and it
erupted most famously in 79 AD,
burying the nearby towns of Pompeii
and Herculaneum in thick clouds of
ash and cinders. Centuries passed
before these towns were discovered
and unearthed. You can drive to a car
park and make the ascent in about half
an hour. Walk around the crater, gaze
into the depths and then enjoy the
panoramic view of the Bay of Naples.

10 miles

POMPEII - A haunting and wondrous
place, Pompeii was a thriving Roman
city when it was engulfed by cinders
and ash following the eruption of Mount
Vesuvius in AD79. It was only redis-
covered about 1750, and it took
years to unearth the occupants, their
household objects and their works of
art. Today, those finds are housed in
the Museo Archeologico Nazionale
in Naples. What remains are the
houses, the shops, the streets and an
eerie sense that the residents have
just departed. From the Stabian Baths
to the market known as the Macellum,
from the Forum to the Amphitheater,
daily life for Pompeiians comes to
life. Taketime to stroll the ancient
streets and be sure to see the Villa of
the Mysteries, with its extraordinary
frescoes, and the House of Meander, one
of Pompeii's grandest houses.

17 miles

SORRENTO - This town has
been welcoming tourists since the
17005, and the likes of Casanova
and Goethe came here as sight-
seers. Pause at the 14th-century
Duomo and the Museo Correale di
Terranova with its objets’ d'art.
Visit the Bagno della Regina
Giovanna or Queen Joan's Bath,
where seawater funnels into a natu-
ral pool. Adjacent are the ruins of
the house of the great Roman
patron, Pollio Felix.

30 miles éi

PAESTUM — Orriginally a Greek
colony from around 600 BC known
as Poseidonia, this settlement was
known as Paestum under the Romans
around 273BC. The town was redis-
covered only in the 19505s. The three
Greek temples at Paestum, most
notably the Temple of Neptune, are
extraordinarily evocative structures.

28 miles

CASERTA —The Royal Palace of
Caserta was conceived by Charles
III, Bourbon King of Naples, to be
another Versailles. The vast 1,200
room palace was begun in the 18th
century but not completed in 1852.
The 18th- and 19th-century Royal
Apartments are opulent, with an
amazing ceiling fresco by Domenico
Mondo. The lavish Throne Room,
the Art Gallery and the Court
Theater are among the highlights.

71 miles

CASSINO - On a mountain overlook-
ing the city of Cassino is Montecassino,
a Benedictine Abbey founded by

St. Benedict himself. The abbey dates
from about 547AD and is the spiritual
home of the Benedictine order. It has
survived four different sieges in its
time, most notably a severe bombard-
ment from Allied forces during WWI1.
Thankfully, it has been fully restored.

45 miles

ROME — You could spend a lifetime
exploring the Eternal City. Do visit
the Pantheon and take a stroll with
Roman families in the Borghese
Gardens. Fortify yourself with a cup of
the best espresso in Italy at Tazza dOro
and explore the fashionable shops
on Via Condotti. Make the obligatory
pilgrimage to the Spanish Steps, have
tea at Babbington's Tea Rooms and
then slip into the Keats-Shelley house
to glimpse the connection between
the Romantic poets and Rome. You
can wander through the ruins of the

Roman Forum and the Coliseum for
hours. Arise for the morning market at
Campo de Fiori, lunch at a trattoria in
picturesque Trastevere, and have your
picture taken at the Trevi Fountain.
But save one day to explore the treasures
of Vatican City, from stately St.
Peter's to the intricate splendor of
Michaelangelo’s Sistine Chapel.

82 miles

TIVOLI-There are two
extraordinary villas here. Villa
Adriana, or Hadrian's Villa, was built
for Emperor Hadrian during a 20
year period, from AD 118 to 130. It
is comprised of more than 30 buildings
and set on 250 magnificent acres.
The ruins that remain are a visual
feast, with reflecting pools, columns
and statuary, and are designated a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Another UNESCO site is Villa dEste,
which dates from the late Renaissance.
The gardens, brainchild of the
16th-century Cardinal Ippolito
d’Este, are truly extraordinary, with
dozens of fountains, grottoes and
elaborate terraces.

23 miles
ORVIETO - Famed for the white
wine that bears its name, Orvieto E
has a dramatic location on a vol-
asa

canic plateau. The town's Duomo
is a brilliant Romanesque- Gothic
structure. Inside is the Cappella
del Corporale, which houses a
miraculous altar cloth.

77 miles
MONTEPULCIANO - This
walled Tuscan town dates from
Etruscan times. Wander along
Via del Corso, to the Piazza
Grande. In this beautiful square
is the magnificent Duomo.
Climb the tower in the 15th-
century Palazzo Comunale, a
smaller version of the Palazzo |°
Vecchio in Florence, for T
tremendous views. And unwind g CLAS
at a café with the famed .

Vino Nobile di Montepulciano.



41 miles

PIENZA — Pienza is the Renaissance
personified. Conceived by Pope Pius
Il and built by architect Bernardo
Rossellino, it was eventually com-
pleted in 1464. The Piazza Pio is
the center of it all, and the buildings
surrounding it are classics of
Renaissance architecture. Of
particular interest is Rossellino's
masterpiece, the Duomo, with its
enormous stained glass windows.
The lavish Palazzo Piccolomini,
home to Pius II's descendants until
1968, offers guided tours.

9 miles

SAN QUIRICO D'ORCIA -

This town's 15th century walls

are capped with turrets, giving it

a true Renaissance feel. Do visit

La Collegiata church, spend some
time at the Palazzo Chigi, and plan
to visit the thermal baths, Bagno
Vignoni, which lie outside the town.

10 miles

MONTALCINO - If you're

already acquainted with Brunello

di Montalcino, one of Italy’s finest

red wines, you'll be happy to find

yourself in this hilltop town. The

center is the Piazza del Popolo, with
the 13th-century tower of the

| Palazzo Comunale. The Rocca is

probably the town's most famous

attraction, a 14th-century fortress

with views all the way to Sienna.

9 miles
BUONCONVENTO -
Magnificent stone walls
surround this town, dating from
the 14th century and built by
the Siennese. The Museo d'Arte
Sacra has a rich collection of
Siennese paintings, goldwork
and sculpture. You're in the
heart of white truffle country
here, so count on a delight-
fully decadent meal.

12 miles

ASCIANO - This medieval walled
town is located in a ghostly region
known as the Crete Senesi, a land-
scape of white clay hills and valleys.
On Corso Matteotti, you'll discover
some extraordinary examples of
Renaissance palazzi. There are antique
shops and boutiques as well for your
shopping needs. Stop at the Basilica di
Sant'/Agata, a 13th-century Romanesque
church, as well as the adjacent Museo
d'Arte Sacra, which features paintings
from the Siennese school. A café in
Plaza Garibaldi is the perfect place to
sample the local Chianti Classico.

14 miles

SINALUNGA —In this classic hill-
town, you can see traces of the town's
Etruscan past at the Antiquarium
Comunale and explore the world of
18th-century theater at the Accademia
degli Smantellati. There is art to be
seen in the churches, especially in
the Collegiata di San Martino, where
there are works by Girolmo Pacchia.

64 miles

FLORENCE - Every visit to
Florence should start with the
Duomo, the cathedral with the enor-
mous dome by Brunelleschi. Plan an
early morning or late afternoon tour
of the Galleria degli Uffizi to avoid
the crowds. You'll have masterpieces
by Piero della Francesco, Uccello
and Botticelli virtually to yourself.
The Bargello has a fine collection of
Renaissance sculpture while the
Vasari frescoes are a prime reason to
tour the Palazzo Vecchio. When the
shopping urge strikes, leather goods,
antiques and hand-made paper are
good bets. Dining in Florence runs
the gamut from bustling trattorias to
discretegastronomic temples. You'll
find some alfresco places near the
Mercato Centrale to be lively lunch
choices. Then stroll across the
medieval bridge known as the Ponte
Vecchio on the Arno River for more
timeless views.

FLORENCE AIRPORT -

Florence's airport is minutes
from the city center and it's
ideal for connections to Milan,
Rome or other European cities

for the flight back home.

HOTELS

Parker's. A grand hotel that has
welcomed VIP's and high society

since 1870. Some of the 83 ornately

decorated rooms have views of the
Bay of Naples. Corso Vittorio
Emanuele, Naples.

Tel: 39-081-761-2474

Fax: 39-081-663-527

Excelsior Vittoria. This romantic
Belle Epoque hotel overlooks

the Bay of Naples. Many of the

98 rooms boast terrific views.
Piazza Tasso 34, Sorrento.

Tel: 39-081-807-1044

Fax: 39-081-877-1206

For reservations in the USA: 800-745-8883

Hotel Eden. This 121-room hotel
offers sublime luxury, from its
rooftop terrace overlooking the
Villa Borghese to its much-praised
La Terraza dellEden dining room.
Antiques, plush fabrics, and marble
baths cocoon you in luxury just a
few minutes from the Spanish
Steps. Via Ludovisi 49, Rome.

Tel: 39-06-478-121

Fax: 39-06-482-1584

For reservations in the USA: 800-543-4300

Locanda dellAmorosa. This
restored 14th-century stone village
is now an estate and hotel, with

a walled courtyard and grand
entrance along a corridor of cyprus
trees. The 20 guestrooms have
beamed ceilings and antiques.
53048 Sinalunga.

Tel: 39-0577-677-211
Fax: 39-0577-632-001

- —

Hotel Relais Il
Chiostro di Pienza. A small,
charming, restored 15th century
cloister. The 37 rooms are large and
airy and have terrific views of the
countryside. Corso Rossellino, 26,
Pienza.

Tel: 39-0578-748-400

Fax. 39-0578-748-440

Westin Excelsior. This refurbished
165-room grand dame occupies
two houses that overlook the Arno
River. The marble floors, 19th
century staircases and stained glass
windows are complimented by a
highly-praised staff. Piazza
d'Ognissanti 3, Florence 50123.
Tel: 39-055-27151

Fax: 39-055-210278

For reservations in the USA: 888-625-5144

DINING

Restaurant Enoteca Pinchiorri.

Set in a Renaissance palace, this
restaurant draws gourmands from
all over Europe. Owner Eugene
Pinchiorri has a 150,000 bottle
wine cellar and his chef, Annie
Féolde, creates inventive Tuscan
cuisine. Via Ghibelina, 87, Florence.
Tel: 39-055-24 27 77

Fax: 39-055-24 49 83

For reservations in the USA: 800-735-2478




Avis, Europes leading car rental company, proudly presents an array of exclusive
services helping American renters before and during their overseas travels:

AVIS PERSONALLY YOURS®

Personally Yours is a collection of free, unique
pre-printed itineraries covering popular inter-
national driving tours. Each itinerary provides
mileage in between the towns mentioned
(essential for pre-planning) plus historic,
cultural and scenic highlights based on recent
drives. The route is traced on a large-scale
numbered Michelin map which Avis recom-
mends renters purchase before departure.

Personally Yours Itineraries
BELGIUM Gothic Cathedrals & Battlefields

BRITAIN Bath & the Cotswolds
The Scottish Highlands
Great Gothic Cathedrals
& Southern Coast
Cote dAzur
Normandy & Brittany
Rhone-Alpes Region
Loire Valley Chateaux
& Burgundy
Nice to Paris
Cathedrals, Chateaux &
Champagne
Munich, Prague and Berlin
Romantic Route—
Munich to Frankfurt
[TALY Tuscany
Northern Lakes to the
Adriatic & Tuscany
Naples, Rome & Florence —
Greek & Roman Antiquities
& Tuscany
MExico Yucatdn Peninsula
PORTUGAL Lisbon to the Algarve
SoutH ArricA  Cape Town, Wine Country
& Garden Route
SPAIN Madrid to Barcelona
Madrid South to Andalucfa
SWITZERLAND -~ Geneva & the Alps

AVIS PROVIDES RENTERS WITH A
FREE GLOBAL CELL PHONE
Avis' Stay in Touch provides renters with 7 days

FRANCE

GERMANY

of free, global roaming cell phones. The cell
phone is delivered to the renter's home/office
prior to departure. Renters pay airtime charges
and $30 for overnight delivery and collection.

AVIS ON CALL

Avis' exclusive telephone assistance service,
offered only to Avis renters while on the
road in 34 countries (24 in Europe) via toll-
free telephone numbers that are answered
by Avis representatives in the USA 24
hours/day, 7 days/week.

AVIS MESSAGE CENTER

Avis' exclusive international round-the-
clock leave and retrieve message center,
offered in 34 countries worldwide (24 in
Europe) via special toll-free numbers for
each country. Service is available exclusively
to Avis renters on the road at no charge 24
hours/day, 7 days/week for unlimited use.

AVIS KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

Avis' exclusive telephone travel information
service for 44 countries worldwide (32 in
Europe), offered at no charge to Avis
renters via a toll-free number in the USA
24 hours/day, 7 days/week.

Major European Country Information
¢ National holidays by country
® Metric equivalents
¢ Local European Time vs.
Eastern Standard Time
e Average weather conditions
* European vs. American car capacity

Global Information

® § Price of gallon of gas

e Currency exchange rates

¢ Banking hours

e Customs information

¢ NYC contact for tourist offices
® Driving license requirements

e U.S. State Dept. Advisory number
e | ocal/national speed limits

¢ Tipping customs

¢ US. Embassies & Consulates

AVIS
® English-speaking agents
o The largest purchaser of cars in Europe ® More vehicles than any other car rental company
For reservations, call 1-800-698-5674 or your travel agent. Visit us online at www.avis.com
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